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The eighth amendmeint

— 1, by an unfortunate gesta-

Sir, - Since January 2002, 1
have sought compassionate
treatment for the unviable un-
born and its parents. In 2006
the then Fianna Fidil govern-
ment defended its position on
my action against Ireland in the
European Court of Human
Rights by stating that I had not
exhausted domestic remedies
(ie, taking an action against the
State while pregnant).

It seems that the legislature
wants to have pregnant women
in court, dead or alive, so that it
can adjudicate on their unvia-

_ ble unborn. Government after

government has demonstrated
that it does not trust our doc-
tors.

In D v freland (European
Court of Human Rights 2006),
the State’s expert opinion sug-
gested that “remorseless logic”
would not be applied to Article
40.3.3 in relation to the “un-
born” and that if, tested in
court, theinterpretation of “un-
born™may not be applied to an
unviable foetus that has no pros-
pectof being “born”,

I now ask our politicians

“again, 13 years after being told

my unborn had no prospect of
life outside the womb, that
women should notsuffer the ex-
ponential sadness of being sent
away to deliver early.

Successive  governments
havetreated the issue as a gam-
bletoo farin the teeth of an elec-
tion. It is high time the issue of
termination for medical rea-
sonsin thecase of fatal foetal ab-
normality was dissociated from
politics.
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tional anomaly, an incompati-
bility with life has occurred,
and we have the medical tech-
nology to inform us, women
should not be forced to contin-
ueincubating as human ventila-
tors. We want to safely deliver
and respectfully bury cur un-
born. Not have them sent home
as ashes in the post, as has been
the case for many parents.

Obstetricians differ from pol-
iticians; they are in the business
of caring for mothers for the
long haul, not relentlessly seek-
ing re-election, power and posi-
tion.

Where their expertise is en-
gaged, it is the doctor over the
politician who should, in con-
junction with the parents, de-
cidewhat is best.

For this reason, I urge the
present Government to accede
to the majority wish that the
eighth amendment should be
repealed on the next referen-

dum day. The mother of a
non-viable unborn should not
have to be dead to receive re- -
spect, assistance and compas-
sion. - Yours, etc, :
DEIRDRE CONROY,
Dublin 14.
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